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brother Giuliano, grew constantly greater, though none dared
to acknowledge this desire owing to the laws which made it
death to urge the return of the Medici.

Giovanni's behaviour and manner of life in Rome was such
as to encourage these sentiments. lie showed no disposition
to interfere in the affairs of the Florentines, though under
the incapable rule of Pietro Sodcrini they continued in their
chronic state of discord and anarchy. He lived plainly, having
in fact but little means for ostentation, and often finding it
hard to keep out of debt, never desponding, always cheerful,
animated, and agreeable in his manners to all, and taking
great inteiest in all matters connected with Art and Litera-
ture, though he had little money himself to Fpend upon
such things.-1 By this course of conduct, and by the qualities
of his character (which made friends where Pietro only made
enemies), Giovanni gradually retrieved the downfall of his
family, creating a feeling in their favour both outside and
inside Florence which led a few years later to their being re-
installed in power there.

The whole family, including Pietro's widow Alfonsina with
her two children, Lorenzo and Clarice, were now living at
Rome. And in the year 1508 Alfonsina managed to arrange at
Rome a marriage between Clarice, now fifteen, and Filippo
Strozzi, the head of the most wealthy and important Floren-
tine family next to the Medici. For thus daring to many
"the daughter of a declared rebel and outlaw" Filippo btrozzi
was summoned before the Signoria of Florence, heavily fined,
and banished for three years, but the sentence was a half-
hearted one, as we find him back in Florence in little more
than a year afterwards.

In 1509, as the result of the League of Cambray, there
took place the decisive battle of Agnadello, at which Venice
received from the allies a crushing blow, from which she
never recovered Her power had been steadily declining since
1453, and was by this defeat completely broken; and as a